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1% internal activity: Fantasia

Fantasia is a drama show performed with
classic movie highlights and unforgettable movie
figures. It gave students an opportunity to boost their
confidence and helped raise student’s interest in
drama. Enthusiastic responses were received from
the audiences. The Overall Champion goes to Bring
Dream Dream from 5B and the Most Popular Award
went to the team from 5C. On the day of Christmas
celebration, Bring Dream Dream performed on stage
for our schoolmates. Brilliant!

2" internal activity: Scene

Scene was successfully held in February this
year with the participation of seven teams from
different forms. Enthusiastic response was received
from schoolmates in their acts of joining the event and
voting for the game. The champion finally goes to 3B
Yuki, 3C Ruby and 3D Gloria, and the most popular
award belongs to 5D Kitty, Zoe, Nicole and Angie.
With the active support of the participants, the event
achieved our aim of exploring a new face of the school
environment from another angle.
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On 21 March, S.5 students went to Sai Wan Ho Civic
Centre Theatre. We enjoyed the play ‘Sherlock Holmes —
The Case of the Speckled Band’ by Absolutely Fabulous
Theatre Connection (AFTEC). Drama is one of the most
fascinating ways to learn English. We can learn about the
key elements of drama genre and detective stories.

Drama is built up by numerous elements such as
script, actors and setting. Script is the soul of a play. The
success of a drama depends heavily on an interesting
and inspiring story and witty lines. In ‘Sherlock Holmes’,
the plot was thrilling and had a moral behind it. This play
is about a lady called Helen Stoner. Her sister was killed
mysteriously. Now, she is worried as she has had the
same peculiar experience her sister had before her death.
She immediately asks help from the celebrated detective,
Sherlock Holmes, and his friend, Dr Watson. With prudent
investigation, Holmes, Watson and Helen gradually get the
pieces of the puzzle together and discover the gruesome
plot behind the murder. The play was full of suspense and
unexpected twists. The script gives clues for the audience
to crack the case. It also tries to trap them by false
clues. The audience can feel the tension and mysterious
atmosphere. The actors are excellent. They make the
characters lively and bring the audience into the drama.
The setting is simple, yet clever. It allows great flexibility
in changing scenes and its symbolic meanings let the
audience’s imagination fly.

The most impressive part of the drama was when
Holmes and Watson sneaked into Helen’s room to wait
for the murderer. The lights were dimmed. Holmes and
Watson were anxious as they crept into the room. In the
dead of the night, there was a whistling sound. Holmes
was alarmed and waited for the killer in front of the
ventilator. Within a blink, all things ended. Dr Roylott
was killed. This part was exceedingly exciting as the
audience expected something would happen in the next
second. This was the climax of the drama as well. The

atmosphere was nerve-racking and the actors were
marvelous. This part was unbelievably realistic!

There are loads of benefits of learning English
through drama.

First of all, students can learn more about the way
people talk in a certain period. For instance, in ‘Sherlock
Holmes’, the story is based in the 19th century. People
at that time tended to use more flowery and complicated
language. To make the dialogue easier to comprehend,
the script has been re-written to suit our level. It enables
us to try reading older English, but at the same time,
understand the story.

Second, we can learn how to build up characters
in short stories. The characters are really vivid in the
play. Their actions and the way they talk are all shown.
In other words, to build up a character effectively, his
actions and conversations with other characters should be
presented in a detailed way. Not only can his personality
be displayed explicitly, but also his appearance will be just
as impressive.

Moreover, students may familiarize themselves with
classic literature. The ‘Sherlock Holmes’ series is an all-
time favourite. Some students may feel uneasy when
encouraged to read classics. Through the platform of
drama, they can expose themselves to such an appealing
detective story. | am sure they will fall in love with
classics.

Watching the play ‘Sherlock Holmes — the Case
of the Speckled Band’ was a remarkable experience.
| enjoyed the drama immensely. The actors and the
setting were awesome. | also learnt the moral ‘violence
recoils upon the violent’. | strongly recommend this play
to my schoolmates as they will certainly find it beneficial.
AFTEC is going to put on another classic by Jane Austen,
‘Emma’. Please visit aftec.hk or eduarts.com.hk for more
brilliant plays!
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