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Seibi Gauken

Cultural Exchange Tour
in Hong Kong 2015
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Many of our students played active and important
roles in the Japan-Hong Kong Cultural Exchange Tour on
March 16 and 18 with a group of Japanese students from
Seibi Gakuen ( 232 ) , which is a Japanese FMA
sister school visiting our school. The story begins:

On March 16, SMCSS ambassadors had lunch with
our Japanese buddies at a restaurant in Tsim Sha Tsui.
They were overjoyed by the sight of their buddies and
talking with them on their favourite topics since they
already had some sharing through
email before they met each other.

They then went to Wong
Tai Sin Temple and took some
photos. In the afternoon they
travelled to Mong Kok, one of the
most famous shopping paradises
for foreigners, and spent a great
time with their buddies. They
strolled around the busy streets
in small groups. Shopped and
bought some clothes, trinkets,
cosmetics and souvenirs. They took many pictures and
also tasted some iconic street snacks of Hong Kong.

On March 18 the Japanese guests visited our school.
It was a big day for all of us! The school made a warm
welcoming ceremony and lunch gathering. After lunch the
Japanese students went to the covered playground and
tried to design and make their own “Cinderella dress” with
the help of our students. After recess, Japanese students
presented small projects on their cultures to our S.1 and
S.2 students in their classrooms. Our junior form students
were very attentive and asked questions anxiously.

£

The next
event was
the Choral
Speaking. After a quick and earnest practice, the
Japanese students performed their first Choral
Speaking hand in hand with 2C students. The concerted
performance was very excellent and brilliant. Then our
principal, Mrs. Chan presented gifts to our guests and
gave commendations to all participants.

The Japanese guests also
visited our Butterfly Garden,
the Library and the Decorated
Washroom before our farewell,
the KATSO members and student
ambassadors performed songs
and dances too. We were a bit
sad to see them off but we are
looking forward to meeting them
again soon.
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Time flies, this academic year is coming to an end. During these
months, we, Astra, have overcome many difficulties and tried
our very best to provide services to our fellow schoolmates.

Being the members of the Student
Association, not only do we provide activities
and welfare to our schoolmates, but also being
the bridge between students and teachers
so as to give them more opportunities to
communicate with each other and develop a
better learning environment.

In order to facilitate communication
between students and the school, we held a
school policy forum in December 2014, offering
students an opportunity to ask questions about
the school policies. There will be another one
coming in May as well!

Hot discussion about the proposed timetable
Moreover, the issue of the new timetable has been

a hot topic among schoolmates. The school believes
that a mutual understanding relations between
teachers and students is essential, so, several months
ago, our Vice Principals, Ms. Yau and Ms. Leung held
a series of meetings with the Student Association
Committee and the Student Council to discuss the
proposed new timetable,

Students were very attentive when Ms. Leung, our
Vice-Principal, was explaining the school polic

. o L L

After many lengthy meetings, the
school has understood more the needs and
difficulties of students, so the proposed
timetable has been revised.

We believe the school policy democratization
will help teachers and students build Siu Ming
a better place to learn. In the future, we will
continue to act as a bridge between teachers and
students, and to serve our fellow schoolmates
wholeheartedly.

Besides, in the past few months, we have organifed various activities for our fellow schoolmates:

o0t SwdentAssocationheugursin

Oct 2014 The 1° General Meeting

Nov 2014 Exotic Delicious (dessert class, jointly-organized by Food and Technology Club)
Dec 2014 Care Cards Writing

Feb 2015 Ebola Survival (detective game, jointly-organized by Academic Investigation Group)

Feb 2015 Joint School Oral Practice

Mar 2015 Running Junior (City Tracing)

Apr 2015 Novitas (Joint School Leadership Training Day Camp)

June 2015 The Mate (joint school team building camp)

June 2015 Second-hand Trading Charity Market
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Write a letter to the edifor discussing the reasons
for people’s obsession with physical beauty.

Dear Editor,

Nowadays, people subscribe to the idea qf
cosmetic surgery, as it is a new~afevefqpmr way 531’115
taken into account to chase after physical beauty.
This physical beauty addiction is boasted by the
mass media, also because of the change in mentality
AR of the whole societyy.

Thanks to the mass media which keep on
boasting the importance of physical beauty and
under this influence, people begin to believe so.
People tend to accept advertisements about losing fat
and keeping fir. Appearing on TV, in magazines,
even MTR stations, tﬁey are so uﬁfquimus and
| _prevalent that under this kind of ‘beauty attack’,
8% " _people are falling into the trap called ‘beauty is
R everything’. Not only advertisements, but also social
media are spreading the message of being beautiful
t"" is all we have to do. In Weibo, the fargest social

medium in China, there is a_phenomenon of famous

/'y users writing pieces or short sentences about the
importance of beauty and discriminating against

/ imperfect appearance. These messaqes are then
absorbed and spread by the followers. Although

those users state that they are just kidding, it is
beyond question that these ideas are affecting all

the users. People are getting hooked on chasing

after physical beauty because of this ongoing

trend. As a result, rﬁey are wifﬁng to do anytﬁing

to cﬁange their appearance. Cosmetic surgery is a

By Carol Leung 5E

way pyayeafing to them as it can make yeqpﬂe’s face
attractive Jvermanenrfy. Tﬁergforf: the _power gf the

mass media is By 1o means negﬁgifvfé.

The change in people’s mentality is also a
crucial factor of physical beauty being chased after.
In these few decades, people’s mind seems to be
revolutionized. First, the Jvofenﬁa[ gf old tradition
is fully unleashed. People don’t mind abour their
bodies given by parents being changed. Getting
pierced and tattoos, dyeing the hair, growing
beards. ..

beautiful appearance, CoSmetic Surgery seems not to

As a result, to gain a fong~fasring

be an unacceptable option. Secondly, many careers
require charming faces to fit in the jobs. Not to
mention those celebrities and news reporters with
flawless faces, even sales in retail shops have to be
beautiful. The famous clothing brand Hollister has
stated that their sales assistants must be handsome
and_pretty. All these norms in society make people
eager to get physical beauty just as to get success.

As a result, cosmetic surgery is mesmerizing most

people.

In conclusion, the idea that success and physical
beauty is indispensable is spreading over the whole
society. That is how cosmetic surgery is getting a
place. People should correct their mind and focus
on inner beauty instead, so that this terrifying
_phenomenon can be brought to a halt.
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Students from S3 have recently
participated in a number of English
debates against other schools. They
have researched, written, prepared
and rehearsed their own speeches and arguments on
a number of controversial issues.

This has given students a great chance to improve
both their English language and critical thinking skills.
During the initial debate the first team of students
passionately argued that ‘World Press Freedom is
increasingly under threat’. Hannah Kwok (3C), Lily Fook
(3C) and Wendy Chan (3C) prepared and debated
very well against students from Tuen Mun Government
Secondary School.

In the second debate Candice Ho (3D), Kitty Chui (3D)
and Rebekah Yeung (3D) travelled to YWCA Hong Kong
Christian College to meet their opponents. They also
argued persuasively against the motion that ‘Hong Kong
should reduce its number of Rubbish Bins by 50%’.
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® S3 Egish Debating Article

Finally, the first team of students, Hannah, Lily and
Wendy travelled to Yuen Long Catholic Secondary School
on the 7" of May to debate the motion of whether or not
‘larger mainland visitor numbers have an overall beneficial
effect on Hong Kong'. They argued in the negative and,
with a strong team line and very good team work, were
victorious on this occasion. The adjudicator praised each
team member for their performance and awarded Lily
Fook (3C) with the Best Speaker Certificate.

For most of the students this was their first experience
of competitive English debating against other schools.
They performed very well and have made an excellent
start. Teachers and adjudicators from the visited schools
commended them all for their excellent English speaking
skills, and pronunciation, as well as for their positive
attitude and politeness. They certainly have a promising
future as English language debaters.
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